
Name:  ____________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
Assignment:  Every Picture Tells a Story 
 

1. Option 1:  Write a poem of at least 10 verses that captures the topic or general feeling 
derived from the photo. 

2. Option 2:  Write a short newspaper article that seeks to creatively explain the story within 
the photo using the classic approach of answering the questions who, what, where, when, 
why. 

3. Option 3:  Write a creative writing piece in which you attempt to write only an excerpt of 
what could be a short story. Include strong descriptions and imagery. It cannot exceed the 
space provided beneath the photo.   
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Example	  of	  Option	  #2:	  

Migrant	  Mother	  
Photographed	  in	  1936	  by	  
Dorothea	  Lange	  

Photo	  courtesy	  of	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
The	  Library	  of	  Congress	  	  	  

	  

“Coal Miners’ Wives Grieve for Husbands”    (Teacher model by Mrs. Calorio) 

 On June 11, during an early morning shift at Western Coalfield Company in Muhlenberg County, 
Kentucky, an explosion occurred in one of the older mine shafts killing five workers.   The company 
spokesperson believes that combustible liquids that had been disposed of improperly near the shaft caused 
the explosion.  “We been careful all along, but someone got lazy and left a gallon of propane near’in the 
shaft entrance.  That’s what I think caused this horrific tragedy,” said foreman Wendell Greene.  Western 
Coalfield’s owner declined comment pending a more thorough investigation.  Family members of the 
deceased men gathered at the nearby First Baptist Church to mourn and pray together.  Mrs. Agnes 
Rudgers, who lost her husband Robert in the accident, commented, “Don’t know how I’m gonna feed these 
little babies of mine now that my Robert is gone.  I’m hoping the company will do right by him and the 
others and take care of our families. All’s my little ones have been doing is crying at losing their daddy.” 
Members of the church congregation have taken up a special collection to help these families who have 
already been struggling financially during this difficult economy.  Donations in memory of Ralph Becker, 
Thomas Doogan, James L. Feeley, Michael T. Feeley, and Robert Rudgers can be made at the Muhlenberg 
First National Bank, 105 Main Street.   

	  
	  
	  


